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Set 1: Picture Prompts 

How to get going 

 If there are any people in the picture, then develop them into characters. What are they 

doing here? What expressions do they hold? 

 What tone are you going to write in? 

 Does the image hint at any conflict? 

 Where is the picture set? How can you develop this into a story world? 

 What point of view are you going to write in? 
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#1: Father and Child 
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#2: Crowd 
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#3: A Childhood Friendship 
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#4: Message in a Bottle 
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#5: Help Us 
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Set 2: Title Ideas 

How to get going 

 Read the title and feel free to jumble the words to suit 

 Does the title hint at a character, a conflict, a genre or a setting?  
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#1 

 

 A Truce With the Devil 

 A Little Black Box 

 A Warm Day in December 

 Notes from the Dead 

 The Third Eye 
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#2 

 

 A Promise I’ll Keep 

 What Drove Her to Madness 

 Writing Just to Let You Know 

 Painted Faces 

 New Year’s Resolution 
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#3 

 

 Red Lipstick 

 The Writings on the Wall 

 Fortune Cookie 

 I'm Still Alive 

 Love and Lies 
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Premises for Plots 

Stuck for writing ideas? Use the following idea as a spark for inspiration - change the point of view, 

create a character, situation and conflict, strike up any genre that suits and keep developing and 

writing!  
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#1: Am I a murderer? 

I didn't kill him, but I didn't save him either. I watched him die and did nothing. Am I a murderer? 

#2: The Phone Call 

Your character is walking past a phone box when the phone inside rings. Curiously, your character 

turns but sees the booth is empty. When it rings the second time, your character cannot help but 

pick it up... 

#3: I’m not dead 

A week after a close friend’s funeral you receive a postcard that says: ‘I’m not dead’ 
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Creating Characters 

Characters are great beginning points to creating a story, because their life, their virtues, their flaws, 

their relationships and their opposition can develop into a whole journey for your reader to follow. 

Pick one of the three characters and write an interior monologue, a day in their shoes or a meeting 

with one of the other characters in the set. It will really help you to practice and develop 

characterisation skills. 
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#1 
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Opening Lines 

A good beginning needs to introduce story world, characters, conflict and set a tone. Let these 

opening lines develop such a start and hook your reader into your book. 
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#1: Never saw her again 

"I'll see you tomorrow, Harvey," she said to me. 

She never did. 

 

 


